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Dear Mrs. Merkel,

Congratulations. You make me proud to be a German although I am an American.  I am an American-German, at home in the Rhineland, at home on the high plains of Wyoming. I am glad to have you Chancellor, this Christmas in Germany.
Before you read these words, you should also know: I am both an unashamed Atlanticist and a congenital optimist. America and Europe have accomplished miracles a plenty since the fall of the Berlin Wall—and before.  Remarkable success we have had, though not for lack of problems. Familiarity, they say, breeds contempt. Timothy Garton Ash, the Anglo-American Germanist, warns of an unchecked “narcissism of small differences.” Maybe that explains the failure to see our common achievements.
Dear Mrs. Merkel, it is time for Germany to take a closer look at the benefits, at the profound possibilities of this fundamental relationship between Washington and Berlin.  It is time to bring Germany back to its Atlantic vocation.

The German public has turned dramatically distrustful of America’s power and purpose since 9/11. A recent Pew survey showed a majority of Germans believing American power is bad for the world. There is nothing left of your predecessor’s proudly proclaimed “unlimited solidarity” (uneingeschränkte Solidarität).  Winning back hearts and minds, opening German eyes to the awesome array of ongoing cooperation across the Atlantic—in this, you will have your hands full. One thing will make it easier:  An unprecedented wealth of opportunity is open to Germany and America across the Atlantic and throughout our ever-more connected, ever more prosperous world. The danger is also unprecedented, in form if not in degree. The means of mass destruction grow ever cheaper, ever more available.
You might begin by asking the Germans what they want in this world, for themselves and for others. To me, Germans want to be secure, they want to be free, they want to be prosperous—and given the choice, they also would want their fellow inhabitants of this small blue planet to enjoy these treasured fruits of civilization.

Can Berlin do this alone, or even in Triple Alliance with Paris and Moscow? Highly unlikely. Even the European Union of 25 is but a small boat on a stormy global sea. Staatsräson Westbindung need not be axiomatic and unquestioned, yet clearly Europe can accomplish little of value entirely on its own. 
Solidarity, not “unlimited,” but global as well as Atlantic, could again become the Leitmotiv of German foreign policy. Solidarity in the sense of a “a secure Europe in a better world.” Most urgent is the need for solidarity around Europe´s enlarging periphery, a good “Neighbourhood Policy” is a fitting response to the volatility of these lands. Equally important, “an active and able European Union would make an impact on a global scale.” “Dealing with the threats, helping realize opportunities,” while recognizing that “security is precondition of development”—all that is part and parcel of solidarity. These things could be said by an American, they could also be read in the European Union´s Security Strategy.
Naturally, this need for global solidarity applies to the foreign policy of the United States as well—if not to the same degree. American  dominance should not be confused with American omnipotence. Wise American statesmen have long known this.  Global solidarity, they would hold, is the basis for a world order conducive to the interests of the United States—and maybe a few others as well. 
From the perspective of 1989, Europe is whole and free. The world is not. How much more could Germans achieve with America than against America. With America, solidarity has muscle. But Americans will never see the world exactly as Germans do, Washington will never navigate the dangerous waters of global politics exactly as Berlin would wish.

Living with these differences, anticipating their change, adapting to the constant transformation that foreign policy is—all a key to solidarity. It is no easy task for Americans. Nor is it easy for Germans. But that does not make it unworthy of our every effort.

Germany may be surrounded by friends, and unemployment distracts from foreign policy, but isolationism is not an option.  The European periphery no longer runs through the middle of Berlin, it is now more distant. Europe´s new frontier is, however, longer and more unpredictable than ever before. Europe´s future lies in the innovative integration of these youthful lands, their many young minds creating the value that will finance Old Europe´s senior citizens. And out of their soil and across their territories will flow the gas and oil that will feed Europe´s energy-hungry economy—and the world´s. The Near East is nearer than it ever was, across the Mediterranean in the Arab and Islamic lands. Across the street, where young Muslims seek a way to become truly European while being true to their faith. That is the Near East of tomorrow.
Near and dear is the Near East to America as well. Yes, managing the rise of India and China is a central transatlantic issue, but the immediate focus is on the European periphery—from Belarus to Central Asia to the Near East and North Africa. It is here that an order of states, secure, free and prosperous is most urgently needed. And farther down the road, integrating India and China into a world economy where accountable and transparent government is a key to success will be no easier if the Near East and its oceans of oil continue to burn. 

This is not Amerikanische Abenteuer, this is Deutsche Realpolitik.  Amerikanische Verhältnisse (American Conditions) also loom as dangerous bogey men in the German globalization debate; McJobs and the locusts of equity investment standing as straw men in a Germany wary of the risk, if not the opportunity, of turbo-capitalism. Making money with Americans is more than a neo-liberal, neo-conservative conspiracy. It is a precondition for allowing all of the world´s human diversity to enjoy a little more security, a little more freedom, and a little more prosperity. 

Americans and Germans could be great friends. They are made for each other, in their similarities and in their differences. There are few countries that mean so much to Germany as America. There are few who mean so much to America as Germany. That is great asset for Germans. It need not be a wasting asset. Dear Mrs. Merkel, it is time for Germans to wake up and smell the American Roses. America offers more promise than problem, more blossom than thorn. 
Thank you,

Andrew Denison
